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CORONAVIRUS — “WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT PANDEMIC PLAN” 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.02 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of the release of 
the updated “Western Australian Government Pandemic Plan”. This is the first time the plan has been updated 
since 2014, in order to respond directly to the potential impacts of COVID-19. 
The pandemic plan sets out arrangements for protecting the community and minimising potential impacts of the 
coronavirus, as well as recovery afterwards. The plan ensures the government will continue to deliver essential 
services to the community. It outlines roles, responsibilities and actions to prevent, prepare, respond and recover from 
a pandemic, providing practical guidance and advice for government agencies, private businesses, the community, 
households and individuals. This plan also considers potential health, community, social and economic impacts, 
ranging from demands on the healthcare system, to pressures on workplaces, businesses and law and order, disruption 
to community events and gatherings, and demands on goods, services and supplies. 
Sustained community transmission of the virus will signal an imminent pandemic, and the state government will 
continue to take the best advice from health authorities in assessing the situation here in Western Australia. The 
McGowan government is doing everything it can to ensure Western Australia is as prepared as possible for 
a pandemic situation. Already we have undertaken a suite of preparative measures, including several bans for 
work-related and school-related international travel; the establishment of COVID clinics, with plans to expand 
into more locations; and continuing to monitor workforce impacts. Good planning means we need to consider 
every scenario. 
I understand there is considerable public concern about COVID-19 and want to reassure Western Australians that 
we are prepared and have the ability and capability to respond to and recover from a pandemic situation. We continue 
to look to Western Australians for their goodwill and cooperation over the coming months: continue to go about 
your ordinary business; pay attention to information from the Department of Health; and, if the situation changes, 
we will provide you timely advice on what to do. 
I now table a copy of the plan. 
[See paper 3253.] 
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